
A safe, temporary home  
for unaccompanied children

FOSTER CARE
TRANSITIONAL & REFUGEE



For children facing a harsh reality
Imagine facing violence, extreme poverty, 
unexpected separation from your family, 
gang extortion, or sex trafficking—all before 
the age of 12. That’s the reality for many 
unaccompanied children seeking asylum. 

The vast majority have one wish: to reunite with their family or a family member 
who’s already in the U.S. In other words, to live safe and out of harm’s way.

That’s where you can help—as a transitional or refugee foster parent.

BETHANY BELIEVES EVERY CHILD DESERVES TO BE SAFE AND LOVED 

We are a global nonprofit—in more than 30 states and more than a dozen 
countries—dedicated to helping families thrive.

Our core services include pregnancy counseling, adoption, foster care, and 
strengthening families through family preservation. We also serve refugees 
around the world—some who are fleeing violence and others who have been 
forced from their homes. Internationally, we partner with several countries to 
support people, right where they are.

Will you join us? Together, we can change the world through family.

The pages that follow are a summary of transitional and refugee foster 
care information available at Bethany.org/TFC and Bethany.org/RFC. 
Someone from your local Bethany branch will follow up with you soon 
with more detailed information. 

ACCREDITATION

Bethany is accredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA) 
which works with organizations worldwide to improve services by 
developing, applying, and promoting accreditation standards. 
We are also accredited by the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability which sets standards for responsible stewardship. 
Bethany also complies with the Hague Convention on International 
Adoption. This global treaty provides guidelines with the goal of 
protecting children who are adopted across country borders.



You have the power to act
As a transitional foster parent, you’ll provide a 
safe and loving temporary home for a child until 
they can be reunited with a family member. 

You’ll also provide the guidance and emotional support children 
need to begin healing from their past trauma and grieving the loss 
of their homeland.

Our faith compels us to act. And if you’re ready, we hope you’ll take 
the time to learn more.

WHAT IS TRANSITIONAL 
FOSTER CARE?

Transitional foster care (TFC)
provides a safe, temporary 
home to unaccompanied 
children while we pursue their 
reunification with family in the 
United States.

HOW LONG DOES A  
CHILD NEED CARE?

A typical stay is about 1–2 
months but may be more or 
less, depending on the needs 
of the child and their family.

WHERE DO THE CHILDREN  
COME FROM?

Children needing transitional 
foster care are fleeing community 
violence and unsafe conditions 
in Central America, with the 
most common countries 
being Guatemala, Honduras, 
and El Salvador. However, 
unaccompanied children 
also flee violence from other 
countries, and the U.S. is their 
first country of asylum.

DO I NEED TO BE LICENSED?

Yes. Bethany provides a fully-
integrated program, including 
licensing and training, case 
management, a daily educational 
curriculum, and primary and 
behavioral health support.

WHAT’S MY ROLE AS  
A TRANSITIONAL  
FOSTER PARENT?

Foster parents are asked to 
provide a safe environment,  
a loving home, and emotional 
support for a child during a 
difficult life transition. Foster 
parents provide transportation 
to and from school, and they 
serve as a valued member of 
our treatment teams that help 
to assess and meet the needs 
of each child.

Transitional foster care FAQs

Bethany.org/TFC



Older children also need a safe home
Every day, more than 40,000 families around the world are 
forced to flee their homes due to community violence, war, 
famine, natural disasters, and persecution.

Along the way, refugee families are sometimes separated due to death, illness, or imprisonment. 
When family reunification is not possible, children are considered unaccompanied minors. For 
these children, the best option is to be cared for by a foster family.

Refugee foster families step up to provide a home for unaccompanied minors who have often 
been apart from their families for several years. These youth are looking for a family who will 
guide them to independence in adulthood.

WHERE DOES BETHANY OFFER 
REFUGEE FOSTER CARE (RFC)?

We currently offer refugee youth 
foster care in the following states: 
Michigan: Grand Rapids, 
Kalamazoo, Madison Heights, 
Traverse City. Pennsylvania: 
Lancaster, Philadelphia.

IS THE TRAINING TO BE A 
REFUGEE FOSTER PARENT 
THE SAME AS TRADITIONAL 
FOSTER CARE TRAINING?

Most of the training is similar, 
but you’ll experience additional, 
in-depth trauma training. 
We begin with two hours of 
orientation followed by 30 hours 
of training over five weeks. 

WHO ARE THE REFUGEE 
CHILDREN BETHANY SERVES?

Most of the children come from 
Central America, Asia, Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, and Eritrea. 
They are between 13–17 years 
old, although most are 15 or 
older. Many have lived in refugee 
camps or where educational 
opportunities were inconsistent 
or unavailable. Some have seen 
parents, family members, or 
friends lose their lives. They need 
foster parents who will help them 
feel safe, loved, and supported.

HOW DO CHILDREN COME TO 
THE U.S. WITHOUT PARENTS?

After fleeing their country of origin, 
the youth find a refugee camp 
or urban environment that can 
provide a small measure of safety, 
but conditions inside many camps 
are still dangerous. Services to 
children are minimal. Food rations 
are inadequate. And children are 
vulnerable to being trafficked.

When a child arrives in a refugee 
camp, the United Nations High 
Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) 
refers them to agencies that will 
assist them in searching for family. 
If the child cannot be reunified  
with a family member, UNHCR 
refers the child for resettlement in  
a third country.

Refugee foster care FAQs

Bethany.org/RFC



Do I have what it takes?
It’s normal to have questions, even 
fears. Foster care for children and youth 
acclimating to a new country is a unique 
commitment, and we’ll help you think 
through it.

You might assume only certain types of people would make “ideal” foster 
parents. But that’s not true! We’ve worked with single dads, seasoned 
grandmothers, first-time parents, and parents who both work full time. 
People from all walks of life can be foster parents.

THOSE WHO DO IT WELL SHARE CERTAIN QUALITIES, LIKE THESE:

• They go with the flow

• They have a sense of humor

• They ask for help

• They’re open to new parenting techniques

• They celebrate small victories

• They have a fierce love for kids

YOU WON’T BE ALONE

You’ll have a team behind you, 
supporting you and the child in 
your care. We’ll train and equip you 
with best practices for parenting a 
child from another country who has 
experienced trauma. 



You’re invited!
Join us for a free, no-commitment 
information meeting.

Someone from your local Bethany office 
will be in touch about upcoming meetings 
and can answer your questions about 
foster care opportunities available at a 
location near you.

Thanks for contacting Bethany!  
We look forward to connecting 
with you soon.

 

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS 
901 Eastern Ave NE, PO Box 294 
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-0294 

Bethany.org 
(800) BETHANY 
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