
 
 

Cristo Rey Parish 

Preliminary Case Statement 

 

For over 50 years Cristo Rey Catholic Church has been a center of our Catholic 

life and heritage in Lansing.  Through the efforts of its several pastors and its 

faith-filled parishioners, our parish has continued to be the presence of Christ to 

our community and beyond in good times and especially during difficult times.   

 

Under the leadership of Fr. Fred Thelen, our longest serving pastor, our parish 

has over 550 families. Our parish has many ministry programs, vibrant liturgies 

and superb educational programs for young and old.  We continue to serve the 

Latino community through our many outreach efforts and services and remain a 

beacon of steadfast faith and hope in Lansing. 

 

Over the years our parish has weathered the economic ups and downs of the 

Lansing area.  We have strived to maintain our facilities, and the many ministry 

programs we offer. Unfortunately we still have a significant debt from the last 

phase of our construction and renovation work which we continue to manage, 

but which also hinders our ability to fully advance our mission. The retirement of 

our debt is necessary to put our parish on a more stable footing as we move 

forward into the future.  While it is likely impossible to retire all of our debt at 

once we have an opportunity to significantly retire a major portion of the overall 

debt by conducting a Combined Campaign as part of Witness to Hope. Our total 

debt is presently over $1 million. 

 

As we look to the future as a parish, the Diocese of Lansing is doing the same.  

Our larger faith family has embarked on its first ever-diocesan wide capital 

campaign called Witness to Hope.  Witness to Hope seeks to raise $65 million to 

support the many ministries of our the larger Church, including support for our 

seminarians and retired clergy, youth and young adults, Catholic education, 

evangelization and funds for social ministry.  A complete overview of the 

Witness to Hope case is attached.  Each parish of the diocese will participate in this 



campaign, but because of the significance of the needs here at Cristo Rey Catholic 

Church we are planning to conduct an expanded campaign. 

 

Our Participation 

 

It is our plan to conduct a Combined Campaign to support our own parish needs 

and those of the wider Church.  Under this plan our parish would seek to raise 

$600,000. Of the $600,000 goal, $456,979 or 78% of the funds would remain in our 

parish to eliminate our parish debt and the balance would support the wider 

Church efforts outlined in the Witness to Hope Case statement. The Diocese would 

pay for all of the cost of the campaign including printing, postage, pledge 

redemption, and other related campaign costs and our parish would pay a 

significantly reduced fee for additional professional service from Greater Mission, 

who will be conducting the campaign.  There will be no solicitation for the DSA 

in 2017. 

Our parish leadership believes that by conducting a Combined Campaign we 

will not only be able to meet our own important needs, but we will, as part of the 

Universal Church play an important role in fostering a better and stronger future 

for the Catholic faith in South Central Michigan. 


